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Learning Matters with Viktor Fast

Community schools: Going beyond the classroom...serving students, their families and their communities. (Saskatchewan Learning poster, 2002)

Two words best describes the development of public education in Saskatchewan today. These words are increasing complexity. 

Continuous Development

Before World War II public education was a simple affair. The Saskatchewan landscape was dotted with hundreds of small rural schools, each operating independently from its neighbours. Schools were expected to focus on the 3 R?s and a set number of courses of study. This all changed after World War II. 

To improve educational opportunities and services small school districts had to amalgamate with neighbouring districts to form the larger school units. Co-operation was the focus. 

Public education became more complicated. School trustees and teachers were expected to co-operate and work with each other to provide the best educational programs and services to their children in the boundaries of these school units. 

In the 1980s the Core Curriculum was adopted as the new model for public education in Saskatchewan. Social development was now officially part of the curriculum. 

The inclusion of Personal and Social Skills and Values in every course of study added a new dimension to our public education. 

As a consequence, all teachers are expected to do their part in developing compassionate and fair-minded students, and supporting students in coming to a better understanding of the personal, moral, social and cultural aspects of school subjects as well as promoting understanding of discrimination, bias, racism, sexism and all other forms of inequality and contribute to their elimination. 

To meet these objectives, public education could no longer confine itself to the teaching and learning. The adoption of community school philosophy is the cornerstone of SchoolPLUS. Schools today are now required to serve the families of their students and the communities in which they live.

Partnerships

To fulfill this function teachers must step outside the school and work with other agencies and organizations. Partnerships with health, social services, justice, culture and recreation are now as important as planning lessons and units of study, marking student work, testing and evaluating student progress. 

Peter Waldbillig, Regional Intersectoral Committee Co-ordinator for the Northeast Saskatchewan drove this point home, at the recent SchoolPLUS workshop held in Nipawin.

Waldbillig commended the Nipawin School Division and its employees for their initiatives in the schools instructional programs and their partnerships with other agencies within the division: the Nipawin Interagency Committee; outreach workers supporting schools and rural families; the Community Outreach Worker; The Town of Nipawin’s summer program for children; the KidsFirst! program serving the northeast; the new Oasis Community Resource Centre; the Aboriginal Winter Games; parental involvement in school and after school endeavours; employing a youth and family counselor; shared services with other school divisions in the northeast area; integrating the Community Service Deliverance Mechanism which uses the Integrated Delivery Approach and the Complex Needs Cases Resolution Process.

Provincial Support

Waldbillig then touched on support for SchoolPLUS from the province through the Human Services Integration Forum (HSIF). 

The mandate of HSIF is to support SchoolPLUS by linking it to Health, Justice, Culture, Youth and Recreation plus Community Resources and Employment as well as Aboriginal Partnerships. 

HSIF is also working on developing outcomes and indicators for SchoolPLUS as well as overseeing the Community Teacher Engagement Fund.

In conclusion Waldbillig touched on the Regional Intersectoral Committee (RIC), which provides another regional support team for the Community Service Delivery Mechanism. 

RIC links SchoolPLUS to integrated strategies at both regional and provincial levels such as Integrative Wraparound; Food Security initiatives and Community Outreach Workers.

Waldbillig concluded by telling participants that the province looks to the Nipawin School Division, its board of education, teachers and support staff, school-based administrators, central office, and community groups, for continued leadership in this area.

It’s Not so Simple Anymore

It is difficult to write about public education today because the demands and expectations we have laid on the system have made the work of schools so complex that it is difficult to explain it all in one article. 

If you want information now on any of the above feel free to talk to a teacher; get in touch with the school in your community; contact the division’s central office, or e-mail me at learningmatters@sasktel.net

